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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : PINT, SHUM, TW 

SUBJECT : CH'EN CHU 

REF: (A) STATE 161511, (B) STATE 161637 

1 . POLITICAL COUNSELOR VISITED MOFA JUNE 26 TO DISCUSS 
CH'EN CHU ARREST CASE. COUNSELOR REPEATED POINTS MADE 
IN PARAGRAPH 5, REF A (INCLUDING EMPHASIS ON 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST), MOST OF WHICH HAD BEEN MADE BY 
AMBASSADOR AND POLITICAL COUNSELOR IN PREVIOUS CONVERS- 
ATIONS WITH CHANG HSIAO-YEN. (NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS 
DIRECTOR WANG MENG-HSIEN'S PRESENCE AT JUNE 26 MEETING 
WAS REQUESTED BY MOFA AND PRESENTED OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
OUR CONCERNS.) COUNSELOR STRESSED BELIEF THAT MANY IN 

THE U.S. WOULD BE INCLINED TO SEE CH'EN CHU'S CASE 
"GROSS" VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

2. DURING MEETING COUNSELOR RELAYED ORALLY AND PROVIDED 
MOFA WRITTEN TEXT OF QUESTIONS PARA 2, REF B. AND STATED 
ORALLY ONLY THAT EMBASSY WOULD LIKELY TO REQUEST 
PRESENCE OF EMBASSY OFFICER(S) IF CH EN CHU'S CASE GOES 

TO TRIAL. COUNSELOR STRESSED EMBASSY WOULD WELCOME 
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS POSED AS THEY BECAME AVAILABLE 
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AND DID NOT REPEAT NOT WISH REPLY TO BE HELD PENDING 
ANSWERS TO ALL QUESTIONS. 

3. MINUTES PRIOR TO COUNSELOR'S VISIT TO MOFA, CHANG 
HSIAO-YEN TELEPHONED THAT VICE MINISTER YANG HSI-K UN 
WISHED AMBASSADOR BE INFORMED THAT: 
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A. FOLLOWING HER ARREST, CH'EN CHU HAD BEEN 
TREATED PROPERLY AND WAS BEING PROVIDED WITH SMALL AIR 
CONDITIONED ROOM DURING HER DETENTION. 

B. CH'EN CHU HAS BEEN "VERY COOPERATIVE" WITH 
GROC AUTHORITIES SINCE HER ARREST. 

C. THE GROC WILL CONTINUE TO INVESTIGATE CH'EN 
CHU'S CASE ACCORDING TO "OUR LAWS." 

D. A GARRISON COMMAND PRESS RELEASE WILL BE ISSUED 
PERHAPS LATE AFTERNOON IUNE 26 REGARDING CH'EN CHU'S 
CASE. (NOTE: OTHER SOURCES INDICATE IT MAY BE SEVERAL 
DAYS BEFORE THE RELEASE IS MADE.) 

4. DIRECTOR WANG INDICATED THE ONLY QUESTION WHICH 
COULD BE ANSWERED AT THE PRESENT TIME WAS THAT CH'EN 
CHU WAS "QUITE ALL RIGHT." HE COMMENTED THAT SPECIFIC 
CHARGES WOULD BE LEVIED WHEN CASE GOES TO TRIAL, BUT 
BASIS FOR ARREST AND INVESTIGATION MAY BE CONTAINED IN 
PRESS RELEASE. HE SAID IF CHARGES ARE SERIOUS, SUCH 

AS CONSPIRING TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT, IT WOULD 
BE TRIED IN A MILITARY COURT. HE ALSO SUGGESTED, 

HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS CONCEIVABLE THAT FOLLOWING 
INVESTIGATIONS NO FORMAL CHARGES WOULD BE LEVIED. WANG 
STATED THAT CH’EN CHU WOULD, OF COURSE, BE ALLOWED 
A LAWYER REGARDLESS OF WHERE CASE WAS TRIED. WANG 
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SAID THAT IF CHARGES WERE VERY SERIOUS, NO MEMBER OF 
CH EN’S FAMILY OR FRIENDS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO SEE 
HER BEFORE A VERDICT WAS GIVEN AS IT IS THE PRACTICE 
IN SUCH CASES TO ISOLATE THE SUBJECT IN ORDER TO 
PREVENT THEIR CONJURING UP ARGUMENTS OR SPURIOUS 
TESTIMONY. 

5. COMMENT: WANG SAID THAT HE WOULD CONVEY OUR 
CONCERNS AND OUR QUESTIONS TO HIS SUPERIORS. ALTHOUGH, 
AS WOULD BE EXPECTED, HE EVIDENCED A CERTAIN RESENTMENT 
OVER OUR DEMARCHE, WE BELIEVE THAT HE WILL DO SO 
FAITHFULLY AND OUR VIEWS AND REQUESTS WILL BE GIVEN 
FULL CONSIDERATION. UNGER 
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